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Story By JO1 Robert W. Garnand

ABF1(AW) Lawrence Warford goes over the Tag Out procedure of a Flight Deck
Refueling Station with Airman Bradley Shoaf.  (Photo by PHAN Scott Webb).

See Aviation Boatswain’s Mate of the Year Page 2

“I’m very excited.  It’s an honor knowing I was selected as the top Aviation
Boatswain’s Mate for the Pacific fleet.”

That was the reaction of Aviation Boatswain’s Mate (Fuels) First Class

Lawrence D. Warford on learning of his selection as Pacific Fleet’s 1999 Aviation
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Aviation Boatswain’s Mate of the Year continued from Page 1

Boatswain’s Mate Of The Year.
“The Sailors that go up for this

award are the best in the Aviation
Boatswain’s Mate community,” said the
native of Richmond, Ky.  “Going up for
this award is highly competitive.

Warford said he always wanted to

be Aviation Boatswain’s Mate of the Year

since he became a Petty Officer.
“I knew one day I would be Avia-

tion Boatswain’s Mate of the Year at a
command but for the whole Fleet is a
real honor,” he said.

On his way to achieving this award
Warford said, “I had to commit myself to
go beyond the average Sailor by being an
outstanding Leading Petty Officer and
by being well rounded in the Aviation
Boatswain’s Mate rating.

As a part of his commitment to
being the best, Warford served as the
“Below Decks LPO” in the JP-5 Fuel Pump
Rooms for the Aviation Fuels Division
(V-4 Division) on USS CARL VINSON (CVN
70).

“On a carrier,” he explained, “V-4

Division has Sailors working in the fuel
pump rooms or on the flight deck.  So,
you have kind of a division within a
division.

From the carrier, Warford moved on

to help commission the multi-purpose am-

phibious assault ship USS BONHOMME RI-

CHARD (LHD 6).  Since then he has served

as V-4 Division’s Leading Petty Officer.
“On this ship I’m the LPO of V-4

Division as a whole.  And,” he contin-
ued, “as a Plankowner, I helped start
the Division from the ground up as well
as training new Sailors for the Fleet.
I feel that was a major factor in becom-
ing Aviation Boatswain’s Mate of the
Year.

Other duties Warford has include
being Divisional Safety Petty Officer,
a member of the Command Assessment Team
and Divisional Maintenance Petty Officer.

In the message selecting Warford
for the award, Vice Adm. Mike Bowman,
Commander, Naval Air Force, U.S. Pa-
cific Fleet said, Petty Officer Warford
“is a sterling example of the profes-
sionalism and patriotism so prevalent
in Aviation Boatswain’s Mates.
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Story By JO1 Robert W. Garnand

Kenny Bonar is not a Sailor onboard USS BONHOMME RICHARD (LHD 6).  At the age

of 9, he’s too young to even be in the Navy.  However, Kenny represented the ship,

also known as the “Revolutionary Gator,” on his own in a Cub Scout Pinewood Derby

race in Oklahoma City in February 1999.

And he won.

The car Kenny won with was painted to resemble an alligator and it had the

ship’s hull number for it’s number.

So why did Kenny choose to make his car like that?

Kenny is the stepson of Petty Officer Second Class Rebecca Bonar who is an

Air Traffic Controller onboard USS BONHOMME RICHARD (LHD 6) and a native of

Edmond, Okla.

In August 1998, Kenny got to visit the “Revolutionary Gator” along with his

grandfather, Kenneth Bonar and Aunt Christine Bonar.  They rode the ship from

Ingall’s shipyard in Pascagoula, Miss. to Pensacola, Fla., where the ship was

commissioned before going to its homeport in San Diego, Calif.

“He really enjoyed the ship and needless to say, it had a great impact on him

given his age,” Rebecca said.

Since he liked the ship so much, Rebecca said she tries to send him things

from the ship or things related to the ship.

“When my family and I went home for Christmas I gave him one of the stuffed

alligators from the ships store. He fell in love with it immediately,” said

Rebecca.

The fascination Kenny had with USS BONHOMME RICHARD and its “alligator”

themes would soon extend to his racecar.

“Last year after seeing my son’s car, Kenny said he wished he had someone to

help him make his car to race,” Rebecca said.

“Anyway,” Rebecca continued, “when it

came time to race his car this year, his

mother, Bernice, took him to my father-

in-laws’ house.  My father-in-law, Ken-

neth Bonar, told Kenny he would help

him with his car.

“My father-in-law asked Kenny what

See Revolutionary Gator Racecar Page 4
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shape he wanted his car to be and what color,” Rebecca said.  “Kenny said he wanted

it to look like a crocodile, confusing it with an alligator. My father in law

thought it was odd at first until he realized the reason behind it,” she added.

So Kenny and Kenneth worked on sanding the car, getting it ready to race and

painting it. Then there was just one thing left to do.

Put a number on Kenny’s “alligator” racecar.

“Being careful not to prompt Kenny,” Rebecca said, “my father-in-law asked

Kenny what number he wanted to

put on it so it could be entered

into the race.  Kenny said he

wanted the number six put on it.”
With that being done, Kenny

entered the race and his “alli-
gator” racecar went on to take
first place as well as earn him
the first-prize blue ribbon.

Revolutionary Gator Racecar continued from Page 3
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May 26, 1999 marked the 20th Annual national observance of Asian-Pacific Heritage
Month.  First created by Joint Resolution of the 95th Congress in 1979 and continued by
Presidential Proclamation, Asian-Pacific American Heritage Month gives us the opportunity to
celebrate and acknowledge the contributions of Asian-Pacific Americans.  This year’s theme is
“Celebrating Our Legacy.”

Photos by PH1(AW) Cindy Harris
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USS BONHOMME RICHARD (LHD 6) Sailors took time during their Post Shakedown Availability
and gathered on the ship’s flight deck Monday, May 17 to observe the second anniversary of the
ship’s christening.

It was a time to observe the proud spirit and hard work which goes into bringing a
United States Navy Ship to life.

Two years ago, Mrs. Joyce Murtha, wife of Congressman John P. Murtha of Pennsylvania,
christened USS BONHOMME RICHARD in a timed honored tradition dating back to the early 1800’s.

Since 1846, women have christened all the warships of the United Sates Navy. It is said
the moment she brakes the bottle across the bow, her spirit enters the ship and remains
forever.

Chaplain Roger Boucher referred to this in the ceremony’s invocation when he said,
“Heavenly Father, we pray for your divine blessings upon us as we have gathered to remember
the day upon which our ship was given her spirit.”

The ship’s Commanding Officer, Capt. Douglas W. Keith, also spoke of Mrs. Murtha.  “She
was very proud that morning she christened the ship and she had a great time doing it,” he
said.  “Mrs. Murtha still writes regularly.  She stays involved and wants to know what the
ship’s crew is doing.”

Capt. Keith also had some points to make about the crew’s performance since christen-
ing.

“First and foremost,” he said, “the ship has come a long way since those months back in
Pascagoula, Miss.  We had a small contingent on site at the building yard that were able to
attend the christening ceremony.  There were more veterans from CV-31 on hand than we had crew
officially checked in.  They were very proud.”

“At the same time, we had a few Sailors standing up the PRECOM Detachment in San Diego
at Fleet Training Center.  We started steam testing later that fall.  And then move aboard,”
he said.

“All those milestones,” he continued, “are made much more satisfying knowing what you
have accomplished and excelled at as a crew to bring this ship into the forefront on the

waterfront. Thanks for your hard work.  Be proud of what you have done.”
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Story By JO1 Robert W. Garnand

Fire Controllman Second Class Matt
Sisco, George E. Dixon, Sr., Warranty
Engineer from the Ingalls Shipbuild-
ing Division of Litton, the ship’s
On-Site Representative, Dave Mares and
the Commanding Officer cut a cake pre-
pared for the ceremony celebrating
the second anniversary of the ship’s
christening.  (Photo by PHAN Daniel
Jones).

The Legacy continues in the
Revolutionary Gator
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MM3 Alcala SH2 Anderson AC2Anton
RM2 Ball RM3 Batten PN3 Bennett
BM2 Bloom EW2 Bolognone YN2 Brown
MM3 Cantu RM3 Carr SH3 Carter
SM3 Case MM3 Clemente OS3 Cooney
AG3 Cortinez RM3 Dallos EM3 Dao
YN3 Davenport MM3 Deines AG2 Ehlenberger
FC2 England ET2 England FC2 Ennis
ABF2 Figuracion HM2 Flores RM3 Frommherz
ABF1 Gackowski AO3 Gardner MA1 Gonzales
ATI3 Gould MM2 Gourley ATI2 Grandi
DK3 Guzman OS3 Harrod CTR3 Herrera
SH3 Jean-Charles AZ2 Johnson MA1 Jones
MS3 Larabee FC2 Le IS2 Le Brun
EM3 Lomingkit RM2 Longworth OS3 Lopez
YN3 Lucas AMS1 Martin SM2 Mc Donald
OS2 Mendoza AS3 Meyer RM3 Meyst
AK2 Miller MM3 Miller SK3 Miller
AG3 Murphy ABH1 Murray MM3 Ngo
RM3 Norton ABH3 Parker ABH3 Patterson
AG3 Porter IC3 Quintanilla IS1 Randall
SM3 Richardson EM3 Rivera MM3 Roehl
SH3 Ronspies MM3 Ross SH3 Ross
ABF1 Ruiz AO3 Rumpke EM3 Salas
AO3 Sedano OS2 Seitz MM1 Servian
AC2 Severs ATI2 Smith PN3 Snitzer
RM2 Somerscales LI3 Stallings AS1 Stanford
RM2 Stevenson AK2 Sunglao GM3 Tetlak
PN3 Treadway MS3 Unawa AO2 Weger
AO3 Williams AS3 Williams YN3 Womack
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